In order to raise awareness of how hazardous leaks & spills affects the environment and
our city, the City of Garland Stormwater Management is sponsoring a video contest.
Anything leaked or spilled on any type of pavement can end up in the nearest body of
water. Garland residents can pollute our waterways from stormwater pollution that
contain chemicals washed into the storm drains from streets, driveways, sidewalks, alleys
and parking lots. This type of pollution is significant because, unlike the water that goes
down a sink or toilet in your home, stormwater is untreated and flows directly to a creek
or lake in the area.
Nearly all of a car’s wastes are toxic to varying degrees, and present environmental and
human health hazards if disposed of improperly. Oil, antifreeze, and break fluids contain
heavy metals that can harm aquatic wildlife. Used oil from a single oil change can pollute
up to one million gallons of freshwater. Improper disposal of used oil, which includes oil
leaking from cars, contributes significantly to stormwater pollution. The EPA estimates
that American households improperly dump about 193 million gallons of used oil every
year, or roughly the equivalent of 17 Exxon Valdez oil spills. (The oil spill that killed at
least half a million birds and other wildlife in 1989.)
It is illegal to discharge any waste directly to surface water, storm drains, or onto the
ground, where rainfall can carry it into the ground water or nearby surface water.
How to stop water pollution:

• Stop drips. Check for oil leaks regularly and fix them promptly. Place drip pan
under leak until fixed.
• Keep your car tuned to reduce oil use.
• Use ground cloths or drip pans beneath your vehicle if you have leaks or are doing
engine work.
• Clean up spills immediately. Use cat litter to soak up leaked oil, which needs to be
swept up & thrown in the trash once dry.
• Collect all used oil and other fluids in containers with tight fitting lids. •.
• Recycle used motor oil and other car fluids. Many auto supply stores will accept
used oil, as well as the Garland Recycling Center.
How would you tell our residents about this harmful pollution? How would you create
your public service announcement (PSA)? Would you do a serious or funny PSA?
Animated or real? The choice is yours as long as you keep it within 28 seconds!

Official Rules:
• All students who are currently enrolled in grades 6 through 12 and meet one of the
following qualifications are eligible:
o Currently enrolled in the Garland Independent School District (G.I.S.D.); or
o Currently enrolled in a private school located in Garland; or
o A current resident of the City of Garland
• All work must be original and completed by the students only. Teachers and/or
parents can provide guidance and minor technical support. Students may enter
individually or as a team as long as the entire team is from the same grade
category. One entry per student.
• The video should reflect the “Leaks & Spills Can Make Our Fish Ill!” theme and
produced for an English or Spanish-speaking audience.
• All video and audio content must be original and royalty free or the student must
submit written permission from copyright holder granting use of the material.
• If the student uses any video or audio clips that are not their own, the student must
state in the contest entry form where the clips were legally obtained.
• All submissions and entry forms must be received by April 9, 2021, midnight
CST. City of Garland is not responsible for any late, lost, or not properly
identified entries, see highlighted instructions below.
• All video submissions and entry forms can be submitted by the following methods:
o via WeTransfer or similar service to PBreysac@garlandtx.gov; or
o google drive pbreysac@garlandtx.gov; or
• Submittals must not contain anything that violates anyone’s reasonable privacy
expectations, violate any known agreements, copyrights or trademarks, or depicts
anything that is defamatory in nature.

• The City of Garland is not responsible from any injuries incurred during the
creation of the video and encourages everyone to use safe protocols while filming.
• Once the video is submitted, the City of Garland retains ownership and has the
right to use, reproduce, reprint, edit, distribute and display the video for any
purposes without notification or consent.
• A panel of judges will be utilized to determine the winning videos. Awards and
prizes will be given at the discretion of the City of Garland and such decisions are
final.
FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS:

• The video must be no longer than 28 seconds with an additional five
seconds for a title screen that should include student name(s), team
name, school, grade and teacher sponsor if applicable. The title screen
requirement will be waived if the student has no access to equipment
to create such title screen.
• Each video must be accompanied by the contest entry form. If it is a
team entry, each student on the team must provide a completed
entry form and have a team name that matches on each form.
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Your video file name must contain
the team name or individual student name.
• Video resolution should be a minimum of 720p and in one of the
following formats: MPG, MP4, AVI, WMV, H.264, MOV or FLV.
Video Viewed Award:
To celebrate Earth Day 2021, in addition to the formal judged video awards listed below,
there will be an award for the most views video for both Middle & High School category.
City of Garland will upload all submitted videos to a contest playlist on the
GoGreenGarland YouTube Channel by April 19, 2021 9 a.m*. The video in each school
category with the most views on the GoGreenGarland Youtube channel by 5 p.m. on
April 23, 2021* will win $250. The results of this award will NOT have any impact on
the judged awards as outlined below. *City of Garland is not responsible for any
computer/internet related delay or issues. Contest information will be available on the
GoGreenGarland twitter account and the GarlandStormwater.Org website.

Judged Award Criteria:
All videos will be placed in one of the two school categories and judged using a point
system with the following criteria:
• Originality & Creativity – 10 points
• Educational Content – 20 points
• Relevance to our City – 10 points
• Adherence to Theme & Rules – 10 points
• Technical Quality (sound is important, limit background noise) – 10 points
Judged prizes available in the following grade categories:
Middle School entries (grades 6th – 8th)
First place: $500
Second place: $300
Third place: $150
High School entries (grades 9th – 12th)
First place: $750
Second place: $500
Third Place: $250
The school/teacher* listed on the entry form of each of the first place winning videos
will receive a prize of $500 to use for school supplies. *Must be an accredited public
or private school (not homeschool) located in the City of Garland or G.I.S.D. in order to
receive the school award. Depending on the quality of entries, the contest sponsor may
award more or less amount of awards as detailed above.
Team submissions will divide their winnings equally among all members listed on each
of the entry forms submitted with the video.

